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(57) ABSTRACT

An acne treatment composition is provided according to the
present invention. The acne treatment composition includes
an effective amount of an anti-acne component to provide
anti-acne properties to skin tissue, an effective amount of a
skin bounding polymer component to provide sustained
release of the anti-acne component over a prolonged period of
time after application of the acne treatment composition to
skin tissue, and water. A method of using an acne treatment
composition is provided.

21 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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ACNE TREATMENT COMPOSITION AND
METHODS FOR USING

This application is being filed on 16 Apr. 2009, as a US
National Stage of PCT International Patent application No.
PCT/US2007/022299, filed 19 Oct. 2007 in the name of Skin-
visible Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a U.S. national corporation,
applicant for the designation of all countries except the US,
and James A. Roszell, a citizen of the U.S., applicant for the
designation of the US only, and claims priority to U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/853,074, filed Oct.
20, 2006. To the extent appropriate, a claim of priority is made
to each of the above disclosed applications.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an acne treatment composition and
to methods for using an acne treatment composition. In par-
ticular, the acne treatment composition can include an effec-
tive amount of an anti-acne component, a skin bonding poly-
mer component, and provides a sustained release the anti-
acne component over a prolonged period of time.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Aging, hormonal changes, and approaching adolescence
often cause unsightly and embarrassing skin conditions
which take the form of pimples, blemishes, pustules, and
reddened areas. These skin problems take their toll not only in
emotional anxiety and distress but also in physical marring of
the skin, sometimes associated with pain, in both juveniles
and adults. These skin problems can be referred to as acne,
and can be exacerbated by environmental influences, such as,
for example, improper diet, stress or tension, and lack of
sleep.

Numerous compositions are available for treating acne.
Many compositions are provided as wash or detergent com-
positions that are useful for cleaning skin tissue. Other com-
positions are intended to be applied and wiped off. Exemplary
topical compositions are disclosed, for example, by U.S. Pat.
No. 7,008,647 to Burrell et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,433,024 to
Popp et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,159,493 to Chen et al., U.S. Pat.
No. 6,117,843 to Baroody et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,312,834 to
Yeo, U.S. Pat. No. 4,189,501 to Fulton, Jr., U.S. Pat. No.
4,139,625 to Sherlock, U.S. Pat. No. 4,126,699 to Gander et
al., and U.S. Pat. No. 6,168,798 to O’Halloran et al.

There is a desire to provide topical, acne treatment com-
position that provides a sustained release of an anti-acne
active component over a prolonged period of time. Providing
a sustained release of the anti-acne component over a pro-
longed period of time can provide for a continued application
of the pharmaceutically active component, and can avoid
tissue irritation that may result from application of a large
dose of the anti-acne active component.

SUMMARY

An acne treatment composition is provided according to
the present invention. The acne treatment composition
includes an effective amount of an anti-acne component to
provide anti-acne properties to skin tissue, an effective
amount of a skin bounding polymer component to provide
sustained release of the anti-acne component over a pro-
longed period of time after application of the acne treatment
composition to skin tissue, and water.

A method for using an acne treatment composition is pro-
vided according to the present invention. The method
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includes a step of applying an acne treatment composition to
skin tissue. The acne treatment composition includes an
effective amount of an anti-acne component to provide anti-
acne properties to the skin tissue, an effective amount of a skin
bounding polymer component to provide sustained release of
the anti-acne component over a prolonged period of time after
application of the acne treatment composition to the skin
tissue, and water.

A sustained release of the anti-acne component character-
izes a release of the anti-acne component that is effective to
provide anti-acne properties over the prolonged period of
time. A prolonged period of time generally refers to a time
period of at least about one hour. A prolonged time period can
be a time of at least about two hours, or at least about four
hours, if desired.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a graph showing the results of Example 1.
FIG. 2 is a graph showing the results of Example 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An acne treatment composition is provided that exhibits
prolonged anti-acne properties. In general, anti-acne proper-
ties refer to antibacterial activity that treats the bacteria
responsible for causing acne. Prolonged anti-acne properties
refer to anti-acne properties that persist over a period of time.
In general, the persistence can be considered sufficient so that
the skin tissue having the acne treatment composition applied
thereto delivers anti-acne properties for at least one hour after
application of the composition to the skin tissue. The acne
treatment composition preferably provides anti-acne proper-
ties at least about two hours after application to skin tissue,
and more preferably provides anti-acne properties for at least
about four hours after application to skin tissue.

The acne treatment composition can be applied to skin
tissue on virtually any part of the body to provide anti-acne
properties. Areas of the body often in need of anti-acne treat-
ment include the face, the back, and the shoulders.

The acne treatment composition can be provided in the
form of a lotion and applied to skin tissue by rubbing the
composition onto the skin tissue. The acne treatment compo-
sition can have a viscosity that allows it to be applied to skin
tissue conveniently as a lotion. The acne treatment composi-
tion can have a viscosity that is sufficiently high so that the
lotion can be applied from a container (e.g., a tube or a bottle)
to a person’s hand or a location on the person’s body, and the
lotion can be rubbed onto the skin tissue. When provided as a
lotion, the acne treatment composition can have a viscosity of
greater than about 3,000 ¢St (centistokes). The acne treatment
composition can be provided in a form having a viscosity of
less than about 3,000 cSt. When the acne treatment compo-
sition is provided having a viscosity of less than about 3,000
cSt, the acne treatment composition can be referred to as a
liquid.

The acne treatment composition includes an anti-acne
component, a skin bonding polymer component, and water.
To provide a sustained release of the anti-acne component
over a prolonged period of time, the acne treatment compo-
sition can contain a release agent. The release agent can be a
surfactant. The acne treatment composition can be provided
without a release agent if the composition provides a sus-
tained release of the anti-acne component over a prolonged
period of time without the presence of a release agent. Addi-
tional components that can be included in the skin disinfect-
ing composition include pH modifying agent, coloring agent,
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preservative, thickening agent, emollient, humectant, antioxi-
dant, fragrance, and chelating agent. The acne treatment com-
position can include any one or more of these additional
components.

The acne treatment composition can be provided as an
emulsion. Exemplary types of emulsions include oil in water
emulsions, and water in oil in water emulsions.

Skin Bonding Polymer Component

The acne treatment composition can include a skin bond-
ing polymer component. The skin bonding polymer compo-
nent can include any polymer that, when applied to the skin,
helps hold the anti-acne active component to the skin. The
skin bonding polymer component holds the anti-acne active
component to the skin tissue for a sufficient length of time to
provide a desired treatment. The skin bonding polymer com-
ponent can be referred to as the polymer component. The
polymer component can be characterized as a polymer having
an average molecular weight of at least about 2,000, and as a
polymer having an average molecular weight of less than
about 500,000.

The polymer component can include a hydrophobic poly-
mer/hydrophilic polymer adduct and can include other com-
ponents. Polymer components that can be used according to
the invention include the topical compositions disclosed in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,756,059. The entire disclosure of U.S. Pat. No.
6,756,059 is incorporated herein by reference.

The acne treatment composition can bind or adhere to skin
tissue for a length of time, and can hold or contain the anti-
acne component within the composition. It is expected that
the acne treatment composition is able to adhere or bind to
skin tissue for at least about one hour and preferably at least
about two hours and hold the anti-acne component contained
therein in proximity to skin tissue for that length of time. In
general, it is expected that the acne treatment composition
will adhere to skin tissue for a length of time sufficient to
provide desired anti-acne properties.

The polymer component can be prepared from a topical
composition precursor. The topical composition precursor
can be prepared by melt processing a hydrophobic polymer
composition and a hydrophilic polymer composition to pro-
vide an interaction between the hydrophobic polymer com-
position and the hydrophilic polymer composition. It should
be understood that the phrase “melt processing” refers to
mixing the hydrophobic polymer composition and the hydro-
philic polymer composition under conditions that provide
that the hydrophobic polymer component of the hydrophobic
polymer composition and the hydrophilic polymer compo-
nent of the hydrophilic polymer composition are in a liquid
state so that they sufficiently mix. When the polymers are
sufficiently mixed, it is believed that an interaction forms
between the hydrophobic polymer component and the hydro-
philic polymer component. The melt processing temperature
can be at least about 50° C. and can be at least about 70° C. to
generate this interaction.

It is believed the interaction exhibited between the hydro-
phobic polymer component and the hydrophilic polymer
component is a type of complex formation reaction, and that
the complex, once formed, can be stable in water at tempera-
tures up to 65° C. and at a pH range 0f 3.0 to 9.0. By stable, it
is meant that the complex does not favor disassociation under
these conditions. It is believed that this interaction provides
the acne treatment composition with an ability to bind or hold
onto the anti-acne component that may be hydrophobic or
relatively water insoluble, allows the acne treatment compo-
sition to be emulsified in water, and provides the acne treat-
ment composition with an ability to bind to skin. The result of
the interaction between the hydrophobic polymer component
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and the hydrophilic polymer component can be referred to as
a hydrophobic polymer/hydrophilic polymer adduct. It
should be understood that the term “adduct” is used to refer to
the interaction between the hydrophobic polymer component
and the hydrophilic polymer component. The interaction may
be a form of complexing, but that is only theory. Accordingly,
it should be understood that the term “adduct” is not meant to
limit the polymer component to a particular theory of inter-
action.

It is believed that the interaction between the hydrophobic
polymer component and the hydrophilic polymer component
can be achieved more easily in the absence of water. It is
expected that that if the hydrophilic polymer component
becomes dissolved in water before forming the complex, it
can be more difficult to sufficiently mix the hydrophobic
polymer component and the hydrophilic polymer component
to provide the desired level of interaction. Although a conve-
nient technique for providing the desired level of interaction
between the hydrophobic polymer component and the hydro-
philic polymer component is melt mixing, it is expected that
other techniques can be used to achieve the desired level of
interaction. For example, it may be possible to use a nonaque-
ous solvent to help achieve the desired level of interaction.

The hydrophobic polymer composition that can be used
according to the invention includes at least one hydrophobic
polymer and can include a mixture of hydrophobic polymers.
The hydrophobic polymer composition can include compo-
nents having repeating pyrrolidone/alkylene groups. Exem-
plary polymers having repeating pyrrolidone/alkylene groups
include poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers. Poly(vi-
nylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers include those polymers
obtained by polymerizing alkylene substituted vinylpyrroli-
done. Poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers can be rep-
resented by the following general formula:

H—[—T—C-]n—H

/N\

=c” ¢
\ ]
c—c

/
R

e}

wherein R represents a carbon chain substitute such as an
alkylene group and n represents the number of repeating
units. The R group is preferably sufficiently long so that the
polymer remains relatively water insoluble and should not be
too long so that the polymer is difficult to melt process. The
alkylene group can contain alength of atleast about 10 carbon
atoms and can contain less than about 30 carbon atoms. The
alkylene group can contain about 14 carbon atoms to about 22
carbon atoms, and can contain about 15 carbon atoms to about
19 carbon atoms.

The poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers that can be
used according to the invention can have a molecular weight
that is sufficiently high so that the polymer maintains its water
insolubility but the molecular weight should not be so high
that it becomes difficult to melt process the polymer. The
weight average molecular weight of the poly(vinylpyrroli-
done/alkylene) polymer can be between about 3,000 and
about 400,000. Another way to characterize the size of the
poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymer is by the number of
repeating units (n). In the case of a poly(vinylpyrrolidone/
alkylene) polymer having a weight average molecular weight
of about 6,000 to about 30,000, the poly(vinylpyrrolidone/
alkylene) polymer can have about 20 to about 80 repeating
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units, and can have about 30 to about 50 repeating units. It
should be understood that repeating units refer to the residues
of vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene groups.

Exemplary poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers that
can be used according to the invention include poly(vinylpyr-
rolidone/1-eicosene) and  poly(vinylpyrrolidone/hexa-
decene). Poly(vinylpyrrolidone/1-eicosene) can be referred
to as PVPE and is commonly used in pharmaceutical and
cosmetic preparations. An exemplary form of PVPE for use
according to the invention includes about 43 to 44 repeating
units in length and has a weight average molecular weight of
about 17,000 and can be characterized as a paraffin-like solid.
This particular PVPE is highly insoluble in water, and has an
extremely low oral toxicity (LDs,>17000 mg/kg) and exhib-
its no demonstrable dermal toxicity. Poly(vinylpyrrolidone/
1-hexadecene) can be referred to as PVPH. An exemplary
form of PVPH is available as a viscous yellow liquid that is
insoluble in water and has a low oral toxicity (LDs,>64000
mg/kg), has about 39 to 40 repeating units, a molecular
weight of about 14,000, and exhibits no demonstrable dermal
toxicity.

PVPE and PVPH differ in the length of the hydrocarbon
side chain, and are used extensively in the skin care industry,
usually in concentrations of less than 1% by weight, because
of'their ability to bind to skin. Because the skin care industry
generally prefers to apply actives to skin using a water-based
composition, the use of PVPE and PVPH often requires sol-
vents, surfactants, and emulsifiers to stabilize these polymers
in a water emulsion. However, many of the solvents, surfac-
tants and emulsifiers used to stabilize PVPE and PVPH in a
water emulsion lack the low dermal toxicities of PVPE and
PVPH. PVPE and PVPH by themselves lack a cosmetically
elegant appeal when applied directly to the skin. They tend to
be sticky and greasy.

The hydrophobic polymer composition used according to
the invention can be provided as a mixture of different poly
(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers. The mixture of differ-
ent poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymers can include at
least 5 wt. % of a first poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) poly-
mer based on the weight of the hydrophobic polymer com-
position. The hydrophobic polymer composition can include
about 5 wt. % to about 54 wt. % of the first poly(vinylpyr-
rolidone/alkylene) polymer. The second poly(vinylpyrroli-
done/alkylene) polymer can be provided in an amount of at
least about 46 wt. % and can be in a range of about 46 wt. %
to 95 wt. % based on the weight of the hydrophobic polymer
composition. For a hydrophobic polymer composition con-
taining a first poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymer and a
second poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene) polymer, the mole
ratio of the first polymer to the second polymer can be about
1:22 to about 1:1. When the hydrophobic polymer composi-
tion contains a mixture of different poly(vinylpyrrolidone/
alkylene) polymers, the poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene)
polymers can be selected to provide improved properties
compared to a composition having a hydrophobic polymer
composition containing a single poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alky-
lene) polymer.

When the hydrophobic polymer composition is provided
as a mixture of PVPH and PVPE, the PVPH can be provided
in a range of about 46 wt. % to about 95 wt. % and the PVPE
can be provided in a range of about 5 wt. % to about 65 wt. %,
based upon the weight of the hydrophobic polymer compo-
sition.

The hydrophilic polymer composition that can be used
according to the invention includes at least one hydrophilic
polymer and may include a mixture of hydrophilic polymers.
The hydrophilic polymers that can be used according to the
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invention include polymers having repeating carboxylic acid
groups, hydroxyl groups, or both carboxylic acid groups and
hydroxyl groups. Exemplary hydrophilic polymers that can
be used according to the invention include polyacrylic acid
polymers, poly(maleic acid/methylvinylether) copolymers,
starch, derivatives of starch, polyvinyl alcohol, cellulose,
derivatives of cellulous, carboxymethyl cellulous, cyclodex-
trins, dextrans, or mixtures thereof. The hydrophilic polymers
should have a molecular weight that is not too high so that the
hydrophilic polymer becomes difficult to process.

Polyacrylic acid polymers that can be used according to the
invention include those having a weight average molecular
weight of at least about 50,000. Polyacrylic acid polymers
that can be used include those having a weight average
molecular weight between about 50,000 to about 4,000,000.
The polyacrylic acid polymers can have a level of cross-
linking that is less than about 1% to help provide hydrophilic
properties. A general structural representation of polyacrylic
acid polymers is shown below:

H—[—T—C-]n—H
O=T
OH

wherein n is the number of repeating units. The number n can
be about 1,000 to about 20,000.

Poly(maleic acid/methylvinylether) copolymers that can
be used according to the invention can have a weight average
molecular weight of at least about 50,000, and can have a
weight average molecular weight of about 50,000 to about
4,000,000. The weight average molecular weight can be
about 70,000 to 2,500,000. A general structural representa-
tion of poly(maleic acid/methylvinylether) copolymers is
shown below:

)
T
H C
HO/

wherein n is the number of repeating units. The number n can
be about 200 to about 20,000.

Additional hydrophilic polymers that can be used accord-
ing to the invention include starch, derivatives of starch, poly-
vinyl alcohol, cellulose, derivatives of cellulose, carboxym-
ethyl cellulose, cyclodextrins, and dextrans. The weight
average molecular weight of the hydrophilic polymers is pref-
erably sufficient to provide solubility in water but not too high
to become difficult to process. Exemplary starches include
amylopectin and polyglucose. Starches that can be used
according to the invention can have a weight average molecu-
lar weight of about 50,000 to about 20,000,000. An exem-
plary starch component that can be used includes Zea Mays
starch. A derivative of starch that can be used according to the
invention includes partially hydrolyzed starch. Cellulose that
can be used according to the invention can have a weight
average molecular weight of about 50,000 to about 15,000,
000. An exemplary cellulose component that can be used
includes cellulose gum. Polyglucose that can be used accord-
ing to the invention can be characterized as low fraction
polyglucose having a weight average molecular weight of
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about 60,000 to about 90,000, and high fraction polyglucose
having a weight average molecular weight of about 90,000 to
about 300,000. An exemplary low fraction polyglucose mate-
rial that can be used according to the invention is available
under the name Dextran-70. In general, this type of polyglu-
cose has all alpha 1-6 linkages. Starch derivatives that can be
used according to the invention include those starch deriva-
tives having alpha 1-4 linkages. An example of this type of
starch derivative includes cyclodextrins. Exemplary cyclo-
dextrins that can be used according to the invention include
those that act to provide a cavity within the molecule large
enough to contain components desirable for topical applica-
tions. Cyclodextrins that can be used according to the inven-
tion can have a molecular weight of about 900 to about 1,400.
Polyvinyl alcohols that can be used according to the invention
include those with a weight average molecular weight of
about 50,000 to about 200,000.

Exemplary hydrophilic polymers that can be used accord-
ing to the invention include those polymers having a melting
temperature that allows for melt processing without decom-
position of the polymer. Exemplary poly(maleic acid/meth-
ylvinylether) copolymers that can be used include those hav-
ing a melting temperature range of about 60° C. to about 65°
C. and a maximum temperature range of about 80° C. to about
90° C. The melting temperature refers to the temperature at
which the polymer melts, and the maximum temperature
refers to the temperature at which the polymer begins to
decompose. Exemplary polyacrylic acid polymers that can be
used include those having a melting temperature range of
about 65° C. to about 70° C. and a maximum temperature
range of about 80° C. to about 90° C. Exemplary carboxym-
ethyl cellulose polymers that can be used include those hav-
ing a melting temperature range of about 55° C. to about 60°
C. and a maximum temperature range of about 75° C. to about
80° C. Exemplary polyvinyl alcohol polymers that can be
used include those having a melting temperature range of
about 50° C. to about 55° C. and a maximum temperature
range of about 65° C. to about 70° C. Exemplary starches that
can be used include those having a melting temperature range
of'about 40° C. to about 45° C. and a maximum temperature
range of about 50° C. to about 55° C. Exemplary dextrans that
can be used include those having a melting temperature range
of'about 37° C. to about 40° C. and a maximum temperature
range of about 45° C. to about 50° C. Exemplary §-cyclodex-
trins that can be used according to the invention include those
having a melting temperature range of about 40° C. to about
45° C. and a maximum temperature range of about 65° C. to
about 70° C.

The hydrophobic polymer composition and the hydro-
philic polymer composition can be combined and heated to at
least about 50° C. to provide a polymer melt. The composition
can be heated to at least about 70° C. under mixing to form
complexes between the hydrophobic and hydrophilic poly-
mers. It should be understood that a polymer melt refers to a
polymer that flows or becomes a liquid when heated and is not
meant to refer to a polymer that forms a liquid as a result of
being dissolved in a solvent.

The complex formation step can be carried out in a rela-
tively anhydrous environment. That is, the amount of water
provided in the composition during the complex formation
step can be less than about 1 wt. %. Once the desired level of
complex formation has occurred, the composition can be
hydrated with water.

The hydrophobic polymer composition and the hydro-
philic polymer composition can be mixed together in
amounts sufficient to provide a ratio of pyrrolidone groups to
the combination of carboxylic acid groups and hydroxyl
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groups of about 1:1 to about 5:1. The ratio of the structures
causing the observed interaction between the hydrophobic
polymer composition and the hydrophilic polymer composi-
tion can be referred to as “functional group parity.” The ratio
of pyrrolidone groups to the combination of carboxylic acid
groups and hydroxyl groups can be about 1.5:1 to about 3:1.
In order to drive the complex formation reaction, it is desir-
ableto provide an imbalance between the two types of groups.
Accordingly, it is generally desirable to provide more of the
pyrrolidone groups than the combination of carboxylic
groups and the hydroxyl groups. It should be understood that
the reference to a “combination of carboxylic groups and
hydroxyl groups” refers to the total amount of carboxylic
groups and hydroxyl groups present but does not require the
presence of both carboxylic groups and hydroxyl groups. For
example, the value of the combination of carboxylic groups
and hydroxyl groups can be determined for a composition
that contains only carboxylic groups. Similarly, the value can
be determined for a composition that contains only hydroxyl
groups.

During the complex formation step, the amounts of hydro-
phobic polymer composition and hydrophilic polymer com-
position can be characterized on a weight percent basis. For
example, about 2 wt. % to about 28 wt. % hydrophilic poly-
mer composition and about 72 wt. % to about 98 wt. %
hydrophobic polymer composition can be combined to pro-
vide for complex formation. About 8 wt. % to about 25 wt. %
hydrophilic polymer composition and about 72 wt. % to about
95 wt. % hydrophobic polymer composition can be combined
to form the complex. During the complex formation step, the
amount of water available in the composition can be less than
about 1 wt. %. Although the complex forming composition
can be relatively anhydrous, it is expected that the amount of
water will be between about 0.3 wt. % and about 1.0 wt. %.

Once the hydrophobic polymers and the hydrophilic poly-
mers have sufficiently reacted or interacted to form a com-
plex, water can be added to the composition to provide a
stable aqueous composition that can be relatively easily fur-
ther hydrated. It has been found that the first hydration of the
topical composition precursor is the most difficult hydration
step because of the need to control the conditions of hydra-
tion. After the first hydration to a water content of at least
about 30 wt. %, it is expected that further hydrations to higher
water contents are relatively easy and can be accomplished by
simply mixing the composition with water. Accordingly, the
amount of water provided in the composition when made
available as a concentrate for shipment is preferably between
about 30 wt. % and about 45 wt. %. When the composition
includes about 30 wt. % to about 45 wt. % water, it is expected
that the composition can include about 3 wt. % to about 10 wt.
% hydrophilic polymer composition and about 30 wt. % to
about 50 wt. % hydrophobic polymer composition.

Water can be added to the relatively anhydrous composi-
tion by mixing water and the relatively anhydrous composi-
tion at a temperature and for a time sufficient to allow the
composition to become hydrated without losing significant
amounts of interaction between the hydrophobic polymer
composition and the hydrophilic polymer composition. The
relatively anhydrous composition can be hydrated by heating
to at least 60° C. and adding water while mixing. The com-
position can be heated to at least about 65° C. and to at least
about 70° C. An exemplary temperature range is about 65° C.
to about 80° C.

The relatively anhydrous composition can be referred to as
the topical composition precursor and generally refers to the
hydrophobic polymer/hydrophilic polymer adduct. The poly-
mer component for the hand disinfecting composition can
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refer to a composition that contains only the hydrophobic
polymer/hydrophilic polymer adduct, and it can refer to a
composition wherein the hydrophobic polymer/hydrophilic
polymer adduct is diluted with water. In general, it is desirable
to have a sufficient amount of water in the polymer compo-
nent that allows one to formulate the polymer component into
the skin disinfecting composition according to the invention.
If there is too little water in the polymer component, it may
become difficult to formulate the skin disinfecting composi-
tion. For example, the polymer component can contain water
in an amount of up to about 95 wt. %. The polymer component
can have a water concentration of about 30 wt. % to about 45
wt. %.

Additional components can be added to the skin bonding
polymer component. For example, it may be desirable to add
a component that helps stabilize the hydrophobic polymer/
hydrophilic polymer adduct, and to help preserve and/or
maintain the composition.

The skin bounding polymer component can advanta-
geously assist in the treatment of acne by adsorbing skin oils
which are thought to be a leading cause of acne.

The acne treatment composition can include the skin bond-
ing polymer component in an amount sufficient to provide
desired bonding properties of the composition. For example,
the acne treatment composition can include about 3 wt. % to
about 20 wt. % of the skin bonding polymer component,
about 4 wt. % to about 15 wt. % of the skin bonding polymer
component, or about 5 wt. % to about 8 wt. % of the skin
bonding polymer component.

Anti-Acne Component

The acne treatment composition includes an anti-acne
active component. The anti-acne active component can be
referred to more conveniently as the anti-acne component. In
general, the anti-acne component is a component that helps
reduce or remove acne that is present or that helps prevent
acne from forming or reduces the likelihood that acne will
form. The anti-acne component, when provided so that it
reduces or kills bacteria, it can be referred to as an antibiotic.
Exemplary anti-acne active components include clindamy-
cin, retinoic acid, salicylic acid, benzoyl peroxide, sulphac-
etamide, adapalene, or mixtures thereof.

Clindamycin that can be used includes a pharmaceutical
grade salt or ester, usually being clindamycin phosphate.
Clindamycin phosphate (ester) and clindamycin hydrochlo-
ride (salt) are exemplary forms of clindamycin. The prepara-
tion of suitable clindamycin and suitable lincomycin com-
pounds are described in U.S. Pat. No. 3,969,516, the
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. Phar-
maceutical grade clindamycin phosphate is available from
commercial suppliers such as Genzyme Corporation, One
Kendall Square, Cambridge, Mass. 02139.

Retinoic acid that can be used includes a pharmaceutical
grade of retinoic acid. Exemplary forms of retinoic acid are
disclosed in, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 3,729,568 and U.S.
Pat. No. 4,126,699, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference. Retinoic acid can be available under the
name Tretinoin.

Benzoyl peroxide that can be used includes a pharmaceu-
tical grade of benzoyl peroxide. Benzoyl peroxide may be in
the form of a slurry of a finely divided powder, typically
having a mean particle size of 35 um, or lower, or in the form
of a hydrous granular material. Preparation of suitable ben-
7oyl peroxide constituents is well described in the medical
and patent literature. See, for examples, the U.S. Pat. Nos.
3,535,422; 4,056,611; 4,387,107, and 4,923,900, the disclo-
sures of which are incorporated herein by reference. Suitable
benzoyl peroxide raw materials are available from commer-
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cial suppliers, such as the Norac Company, Azusa, Calif. An
exemplary form of benzoyl peroxide includes dibenzoyl per-
oxide.

Salicylic acid and sulphatamide that can be used include
pharmaceutical grades of salicylic acid and pharmaceutical
grades of sulphacetamide.

Adapalene is considered a topical retinoid, and is available
under the name Differin® from Galderma. Other topical ret-
inoids can be used, if desired.

Various anti-acne components such as clindamycin and
benzoyl peroxide can be considered relatively water soluble.
As a result, clindamycin and benzoyl peroxide have a ten-
dency to release from the acne treatment composition con-
taining the skin bounding polymer component at a desired
release rate over a prolonged period of time without the need
for the presence of a release agent in the acne treatment
composition. Although a release agent can be used to help
assist with providing the desired level of release, it is possible
to forgo the use of a release agent while still retaining a
desired release rate when using relatively water soluble anti-
acne components. In contrast, anti-acne components that are
relatively water insoluble have a tendency to remain in the
acne treatment composition. As a result, it can be desirable to
include a release agent to help assist with the desired sus-
tained release of a relatively water insoluble anti-acne com-
ponent over a prolonged period of time.

Various amounts of the anti-acne component can be pro-
vided in the acne treatment composition. In general, the acne
treatment composition can contain the anti-acne component
in an amount of about 0.05 wt. % to about 12 wt. %. In
general, retinoic acid can be provided at a level of about 0.05
wt. % to about 0.1 wt. %, clindamycin can be provided at a
level of about 0.5 wt. % to about 1.5 wt. %, salicylic acid can
be provided at a level of about 1.0 wt. % to about 3.0 wt. %,
dibenzoyl peroxide can be provided at a level of about 5.0 wt.
% to about 12.0 wt. %, and sulphacetamide can be provided at
a level of about 3.0 wt. % to about 7.0 wt. %.

Water

The acne treatment composition can include water in an
amount sufficient to allow the composition to be applied to
skin tissue while providing the desired coverage over the skin
tissue. The water component can be provided as deionized
water, filtered water, distilled water, reverse osmosis water, or
tap water. In the event that the water includes hardness or
other components, it may be desirable to include builders,
sequestrants, and chelating agents to handle the water hard-
ness. In general, the acne treatment composition can include
at least about 50 wt. % water. In addition, it is expected that if
there is too much water, the emulsion might become unstable.
In general, the amount of water in the acne treatment compo-
sition can be less than about 95 wt. %. The amount of water in
the acne treatment composition can be about 65 wt. % to
about 93 wt. %.

Release Agent

The acne treatment composition can include a release
agent to assist with the sustained release of the anti-acne
component over a prolonged period of time. The release agent
can be provided as a surfactant. A surfactant can additionally
be present to help maintain the acne treatment composition as
an emulsion. In general, an emulsion refers to a composition
that resists phase separation after sitting at room temperature
for a couple of months. In general, it is expected that the acne
treatment composition can be stored in a warehouse or in a
storage closet for at least two months and can remain as an
emulsion during that two month period. Preferably, the acne
treatment composition can remain as an emulsion for at least
one year or at least two years. The ability ofthe acne treatment
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composition to remain as an emulsion can be tested according
to an accelerated stability test where the composition is held
at 45° C. for two months. It is expected that this accelerated
stability test for two months roughly corresponds to a period
of about two years at room temperature. In general, it is
expected that the hand disinfecting composition can remain
as an emulsion after sitting for one month at 45° C. and
preferably at least two months at 45° C.

Exemplary surfactants that can be used as the surfactant
component include nonionic surfactants that help stabilize
the emulsion and provide a generally even distribution of the
anti-acne component. Exemplary nonionic surfactants that
can be used include glycerol stearate such as glycerol
monostearate, polysorbate such as that available under the
name Tween 80, and polyoxyethylene stearate. In addition,
mixtures of nonionic surfactants can be included including
mixtures of polysorbate and glycerol stearate. An additional
nonionic surfactant that can be used includes an ethoxy sur-
factant, a propoxy surfactant, or an ethoxy/propoxy surfac-
tant. An exemplary ethoxy/propoxy surfactant includes a 10
carbon chain and 9 PO/EO surfactant available under the
name Lutensol XP-90 from BASF. Additional nonionic sur-
factants include sorbitan monolaurate and sorbitan
monostearate. Additional surfactants that can be used include
those that are generally characterized as Pluronic surfactants
such as poloxamers, and Lutensol surfactants such as C,,
polyoxyethylene.

It is believed that anionic surfactants may be useful as part
of the surfactant component. In general, it is expected that
anionic surfactants have a greater tendency to cause irritation
to skin tissue.

The acne treatment composition can include an amount of
surfactant component sufficient to provide the composition
with a desired emulsion stability and sufficiently low viscos-
ity without foaming. The amount of the surfactant component
in the acne treatment composition, can be about 0.5 wt. % to
about 6 wt. %, and can be about 1 wt. % to about 5 wt. %. It
should be understood that the acne treatment composition can
be provided without any surfactant component, if desired.

The acne treatment composition can contain a release
agent to assist with the sustained release of the anti-acne
component over a prolonged period of time. A sustained
release ofthe anti-acne component refers to arelease, over the
time period, wherein the release provides anti-acne proper-
ties. In general, it is desirable for the acne treatment compo-
sition to provide a relatively consistent release of the anti-
acne component after application of the acne treatment
composition to skin tissue, and for a period up to at least one
hour, preferably at least two hours, and preferably at least four
hours. A relatively consistent release can be characterized as
a release rate at one hour that is within about 50% of the
release rate at 30 minutes. In addition, a relatively consistent
release rate can be characterized as a release rate at two hours
that is within about 50% of the release rate at 30 minutes.
Preferably, these release rates can be provided within about
25%, and more preferably can be provided within about 15%.

At least two advantages can be obtained by providing a
sustained release rate or a relatively constant release rate over
a prolonged period of time. For example, by providing a
sustained release of the anti-acne component over a pro-
longed period of time, it is possible to prolong the pharma-
ceutical activity of the acne treatment composition after
application to skin tissue. By prolonging the pharmaceutical
activity of the acne treatment composition, it is expected that
enhanced performance in reducing acne or reducing the like-
lihood of acne occurring can be enhanced. Furthermore, by
controlling the release of the anti-acne component so that it is
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not released at one instant in time, it is possible to reduce or
minimize skin irritation. Many anti-acne components have a
tendency to cause skin irritation if provided at a concentration
that is too high. By controlling the release of the anti-acne
component, it is possible to reduce the tendency of the anti-
acne component to cause skin irritation because too much of
it is released at one time.

pH Adjusting Agent

The acne treatment composition can include a pH adjusting
agent or neutralizing agent to provide the acne treatment
composition with a pH that helps stabilize the anti-acne com-
ponent. Exemplary pH adjusting agents that can be used
include sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, triethano-
lamine, and mixtures thereof.

The polymer component of the lotion may be at least in part
responsible for reducing the irritability of the acne treatment
composition. For example, it is believed that the polymer
component may help reduce irritation of skin tissue. The acne
treatment composition can be provided without any pH modi-
fier, if desired.

Thickener

Thickeners that can be incorporated into the acne treatment
composition include those components that thicken or
increase the viscosity of the acne treatment composition so
that the acne treatment composition can be readily applied to
skin. Thickeners that can be used in the acne treatment com-
position include those components often referred to as vis-
cosity controlling agents.

Exemplary thickeners or viscosity controlling agents that
can be provided in the hand disinfecting composition include
cellulose gum, alkane triols; acrylates; substituted celluloses
such as hydroxy ethyl cellulose, carboxymethyl cellulose,
methylcellulose, and hydroxypropyl cellulose; cetyl alcohol;
gums such as natural gums or synthetic gums; long chain
alcohols such as those having about 9 to about 24 carbon
atoms; polyglycols such as polyethylene glycols, polypropy-
lene glycols, polybutylene glycols, polyethylene propylene
glycols, or mixtures thereof;, waxes such as natural waxes or
synthetic waxes; hydrogenated oils; glycol esters; fatty acid
esters; long chain acids; acid amides; silicates; and mixtures
thereof. An exemplary thickener that can be used is hydroxy-
ethyl cellulose.

The acne treatment composition may or may not include a
thickener. When the acne treatment composition includes a
thickener, the thickener can be provided in an amount that
provides the desired level of thickening. The acne treatment
composition can include a thickener in an amount of least
about 0.1 wt. % and can include a thickener in an amount of
at least about 0.4 wt. %. In addition, the thickener can be
provided in an amount of less than about 2 wt. %, and can be
provided in an amount of less than about 1.0 wt. %.
Emollient

The acne treatment composition can include an emollient
for improving the texture of the composition. An emollient is
an oleaginous or oily substance which helps to smooth and
soften the skin, and may also reduce its roughness, cracking
or irritation. Exemplary suitable emollients include mineral
oil, having a viscosity in the range of 50 to 500 centipoise
(cps), lanolin oil, coconut oil, cocoa butter, olive oil, almond
oil, macadamia nut oil, synthetic jojoba oils, natural sonora
jojoba oils, safflower oil, corn oil, liquid lanolin, aloe vera,
cottonseed oil, and peanut oil.

Other suitable emollients include squalane, castor oil,
polybutene, odorless mineral spirits, sweet almond oil, avo-
cado oil, clophyllum oil, ricin oil, vitamin E acetate, olive oil,
linolenic alcohol, coconut oil, oleyl alcohol, the oil of cereal
germs such as the oil of wheat germ, isopropyl palmitate,
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octyl palmitate which is commercially available as Lexol
EHP, tradename of Inolex Co. of Philadelphia, Pa., isopropyl
myristate, hexadecyl stearate, butyl stearate, decyl oleate,
acetyl glycerides, the octanoates and benzoates of (C,,-C,5)
alcohols, the octanoates and decanoates of alcohols and poly-
alcohols such as those of glycol and glycerol, ricin oleates of
alcohols and poly alcohols such as those of isopropyl adipate,
hexyl laurate and octyl dodecanoate.

Other suitable emollients which are solids or semi-solids at
room or ambient temperatures may be used in amounts suf-
ficient to provide liquid topical compositions. Such solid or
semi-solid cosmetic emollients include hydrogenated lano-
lin, hydroxylated lanolin, acetylated lanolin, petrolatum, iso-
propyl lanolate, butyl myristate, cetyl myristate, myristyl
myrislate, myristyl lactate, cetyl alcohol, isostearyl alcohol
and isocetyl lanolate. Exemplary emollients include stearic
acid, stearyl alcohol, palmitic acid enters natural and syn-
thetic esters such as coconut oil.

The acne treatment composition can include the emollient
in an amount sufficient to provide a silky feel. An exemplary
range of the emollient in the acne treatment composition can
be at least about 0.5 wt. %. In addition, the acne treatment
composition can include an emollient in an amount of less
than about 3 wt. %. It should be understood that the emollient
is an optional component of the acne treatment composition.
The acne treatment composition can be provided without an
emollient, if desired.

Moisturizer

The acne treatment composition can include a moisturizer
to provide a desired moisturizing effect to skin tissue. The
moisturizer can be provided as a humectant. In general, a
humectant is a moistening agent that promotes retention of
water due to its hydroscopic properties. Exemplary humec-
tants include glycerine, polymeric glycols such as polyethyl-
ene glycol and polypropylene glycol, and sorbitols such as
sorbitol solution, pyrrolidone carboxylic acid, urea, or mix-
tures thereof. The acne treatment composition can be pro-
vided without a moisturizer.

When the acne treatment composition includes a moistur-
izer, it can be included in an amount of at least about 0.5 wt.
%. In addition, the acne treatment composition can include a
moisturizer in an amount of less than about 5 wt. %.
Preservatives

The acne treatment composition can include preservatives
for prevention of bacterial, fungal, and/or yeast contamina-
tion. Exemplary preservatives that can be used in the hand
disinfecting composition include phenoxyethanol, benzoic
acid, derivatives and salts of benzoic acid, parabens, oxazo-
lidines; chlorinated aromatic compounds and phenols,
hydantoins, cresols and derivatives, imiazolindinyl urea,
iodopropanol butylcarbamate, sulfites, and bisulfites. The
acne treatment composition can include any of the preserva-
tives commonly used or known to be suitable for topically
applied compositions. Exemplary commercially available
preservatives include liquid Germal Plus (diazolidinyl urea
and iodopropynyl butylcarbamate) and Germaben 11 (diazo-
lidinyl urea and methylparaben and propylparaben).

The acne treatment composition can be formulated without
a preservative. It is expected that the preservative will
increase the shelf life of the acne treatment composition by
reducing or preventing the growth of bacteria, fungus, and/or
yeast. When the acne treatment composition includes a pre-
servative, the preservative is preferably provided in an
amount sufficient to provide a desired level of protection from
growth of bacteria, fungus, and/or yeast.

In general, for most preservatives, it is expected that the
amount of preservative can be provided at a level of about 0.1
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wt. % to about 1.0 wt. %, and can be provided at a level of
about 0.2 wt. % to about 0.5 wt. %, based on the weight of the
acne treatment composition.

Antioxidants

The acne treatment composition can include antioxidants
to help increase the shelf life of the acne treatment composi-
tion and to provide desired properties when applied to skin
tissue. Exemplary antioxidants that can be used include vita-
mins such as vitamin E, vitamin E acetate, vitamin C, vitamin
A, and vitamin D, and derivatives thereof. Exemplary anti-
oxidants include a-tocopherols which can be characterized as
natural or synthetic Vitamin E. Additional exemplary antioxi-
dants include propyl, octyl and dodecyl esters of gallic acid,
butylated hydroxyanisole (BHA) (usually as a mixture of
ortho and meta isomers), butylated hydroxytoluene (BHT),
and nordihydroguaiaretic acid, and alkylated parabens such
as methylparaben and propylparaben.

The acne treatment composition can be formulated without
an antioxidant. When the acne treatment composition
includes an antioxidant, the antioxidant can be provided in an
amount that provides antioxidant properties in the acne treat-
ment composition. In general, it is expect that the antioxidant
can be provided in an amount of about 0.2 wt. % to about 2 wt.
%, and can be provided in an amount of about 0.7 wt. % to
about 1.5 wt. %, based on the weight of the acne treatment
composition. In the case of vitamin E, it is expected that the
vitamin E can be included in the acne treatment composition
in an amount of about 0.1 wt. % to about 1 wt. %, and can be
included in an amount of about 0.3 wt. % to about 0.8 wt. %.
Chelating Agents

Chelating agents are substances used to chelate or bind
metallic ions with a certain heterocyclic ring structure so that
the ion is held by chemical bonds from each of the participat-
ing rings. Suitable chelating agents include ethylene diamine-
tetraacetic acid (EDTA), EDTA trisodium, EDTA tetraso-
dium, calcium disodium edetate, EDTA trisodium, EDTA
tetrasodium and EDTA dipotassium. One or more chelating
agents can optionally be included in the emulsion in amounts
ranging from about 0.001 to about 0.1 weight percent. It
should be appreciated that the acne treatment composition
can be provided without a chelating agent.

Fragrances

Fragrances are aromatic compounds which can impart an
aesthetically pleasing aroma to the acne treatment composi-
tion. Typical fragrances include aromatic materials extracted
from botanical sources (i.e. rose petals, gardenia blossoms,
jasmine flowers, etc.) which can be used alone or in any
combination to create essential oils. Alternatively, alcoholic
extracts may be prepared for compounding fragrances. One
or more fragrances can optionally be included in the compo-
sition in an amount ranging from about 0.001 to about 10
weight percent, preferably about 0.05 to about 5 percent. It
should be appreciated that the acne treatment composition
can be provided without a fragrance.

Carriers, Diluents, and Excipients

The acne treatment composition may also include non-
toxic, pharmaceutically and dermatologically acceptable car-
riers, diluents and excipients, suitable for topical application,
as are well known, see for example Merck Index, Merck &
Co., Rahway, N.J., Bioreversible Carriers in Drug Design,
Theory and Application, Roche (ed.) Pergamon Press,
(1987), Gilman et al., (eds) (1990) Goodman and Gilman’s:
The Pharmacological Bases of Therapeutics, 8th Ed., Perga-
mon Press, Novel Drug Delivery Systems, 2nd Ed., Norris
(ed.) Marcel Dekker Inc., (1989), and Remington’s Pharma-
ceutical Sciences. For standard dosages of conventional phar-
macological agents, see, e.g., Physicians Desk Reference
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(1997 Edition); and American Medical Association (1997)
Drug Evaluations (Subscriptions).
An exemplary acne treatment composition can be provided
according to Table 1.

TABLE 1

Acne Treatment Composition

Component Amount (wt. %)
Skin binding polymer component 3-20
Anti-acne active component 0.05-.2
Release agent 0.5-6
Thickener 0.1-2
Emollient 0.5-3
Humectant 0.5-5
Preservative 0.1-1
Water balance

Example 1

Exemplary acne treatment compositions were evaluated
for the release of salicylic acid over time. The base composi-
tion includes 8 wt. % skin bonding polymer component based
on starch and poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene), 2 wt. % sali-
cylic acid, 0.5 wt. % thickener (CM cellulose), 1 or 2 wt. %
surfactant, and the balance water. The tested composition
contained 2 wt. % Span-20 (sorbitan monolaurate), 1 wt. %
Arlacel 165 (polyoxyethylene stearate and glycerol
monostearate), 1 wt. % Tween-80 (polysorbate), and 1 wt. %
Nonoxynol-9.

The percent salicylic acid released was measured as a
function of time. The results are shown in FIG. 1. In FIG. 1,
the bottom line represents the base composition containing no
surfactant, the next line up represents the composition con-
taining arlacel 165 surfactant, the next line up represents the
composition containing span-20 surfactant, and the next two
lines represent the compositions containing Tween-80 and
Nonoxynol-9.

Example 2

This example was conducted to determine the rate of clin-
damycin release over time. The composition tested included
about 8 wt. % skin bonding polymer component based on
cellulose gum and poly(vinylpyrrolidone/alkylene), 1 wt. %
clindamycin, and the balance water. The results of this
example are reported in FIG. 2. This example shows a sus-
tained release of high levels of clindamycin for four hours.

I claim:

1. An acne treatment composition comprising:

(a) about 0.05 wt. % to about 0.2 wt. % adapalene;

(b) an effective amount of a skin bonding polymer compo-
nent to provide sustained release of the adapalene over a
prolonged period of time after application of the acne
treatment composition to skin tissue, wherein the skin
bonding polymer component comprises a hydrophobic
polymer/hydrophilic polymer adduct wherein the
hydrophobic polymer comprises poly(vinylpyrroli-
done-alkylene) polymer wherein the alkylene group
contains about 10 carbon atoms to about 30 carbon
atoms, and the hydrophilic polymer comprises cellu-
lose;

(c) about 0.5 wt. % to about 6 wt. % of a surfactant; and

(d) water,
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wherein the composition provides a sustained release of

the adapalene for at least two hours after application of

the composition to skin tissue.

2. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the composition provides a release of the adapalene,
after application to skin tissue, wherein the release rate at one
hour is within about 50% of the release rate at 30 minutes.

3. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the composition comprises at least about 50 wt. %
water.

4. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the composition comprises about 0.1 wt. % to about
2 wt. % of a thickener.

5. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the composition comprises about 0.5 wt. % to about
5 wt. % of a moisturizer.

6. The method for using an acne treatment composition
comprising:

applying the acne treatment composition to skin tissue,

wherein the acne treatment composition comprises:

(a) about 0.05 wt. % to about 0.2 wt. % adapalene;

(b) an effective amount of a skin bonding polymer com-
ponent to provide sustained release of the adapalene
over a prolonged period of time after application of
the acne treatment composition to the skin tissue,
wherein the skin bonding polymer component com-
prises a hydrophobic polymer/hydrophilic polymer
adduct wherein the hydrophobic polymer comprises
poly(vinylpyrrolidone-alkylene) polymer wherein
the alkylene group contains about 10 carbon atoms to
about 30 carbon atoms, and the hydrophilic polymer
comprises cellulose;

(c) about 0.5 wt. % to about 6 wt. % of a surfactant; and

(d) water

wherein the composition provides a sustained release of
the adapalene for at least two hours after application
to skin tissue.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the skin tissue
comprises skin tissue provided on a person’s face.

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
sition provides a release of the adapalene, after application to
skin tissue, wherein the release rate at one hour is within about
50% of the release rate at 30 minutes.

9. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
sition comprises at least about 50 wt. % water.

10. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
sition comprises about 0.1 wt. % to about 2 wt. % of a
thickener.

11. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
sition comprises about 0.5 wt. % to about 5 wt. % of a
moisturizer.

12. The method according to claim 6, wherein the cellulose
has a weight average molecular weight of about 50,000 to
about 15,000,000.

13. The method according to claim 6, wherein the cellulose
comprises carboxymethyl cellulose.

14. The method according to claim 6, wherein the hydro-
phobic polymer/hydrophilic polymer adduct comprises about
2 wt. % to about 28 wt. % of the hydrophilic polymer and
about 72 wt. % to about 98 wt. % of the hydrophobic polymer.

15. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the cellulose has a weight average molecular weight
of about 50,000 to about 15,000,000.

16. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the cellulose comprises carboxymethyl cellulose.

17. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the hydrophobic polymer/hydrophilic polymer
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adduct comprises about 2 wt. % to about 28 wt. % of the
hydrophilic polymer and about 72 wt. % to about 98 wt. % of
the hydrophobic polymer.

18. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the composition provides a sustained release of the
adapalene for at least four hours after application of the com-
position to skin tissue.

19. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
sition provides a sustained release of the adapalene for at least
four hours after application of the composition to skin tissue.

20. The acne treatment composition according to claim 1,
wherein the composition comprises about 0.1 wt. % to about
1.0 wt. % of an antioxidant comprising Vitamin E, Vitamin E
acetate, Vitamin C, Vitamin A, or Vitamin D.

21. The method according to claim 6, wherein the compo-
sition comprises about 0.1 wt. % to about 1.0 wt. % of an
antioxidant comprising Vitamin E, Vitamin E acetate, Vita-
min C, Vitamin A, or Vitamin D.
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